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terms of the relationship between the two. Their answer
was that they "thought the price of gas was low enough."
When I asked whether it was considered equitable to gas
consumers, as against those who burnt wood in stoves, to
make large profits out of them which would go to the revenue
side of the local budget, it became quite apparent that I
was discussing the question of prices in terms which were
strange to the officials. Their reactions to the question
of the competition between gas and electricity were also
interesting, although rather perplexing. The officials ap-
peared to think that gas and electricity prices were fixed
quite independently. I was told that under the Moscow
ten year plan a definite system of heating and lighting had
been decided upon. The heating of houses is to be carried
out by steam generated at central points. Electricity is to
be provided for lighting and gas only for cooking purposes.
The choice of the consumer is to be restricted so that the
system which is regarded as best, on technical grounds, may
be introduced,
Tramways
The tramway system is shrinking slowly with the develop-
ment of other forms of transport, notably omnibuses, trolly-
buses, and the Metro. Actually, the mileage of track, which
in 1936 was 517 kilometres, has been declining slightly in
recent years and, with it, the number of passengers carried.
Large capital investments have been made in rolling stock,
etc., in the past three years. In 1936 new investment totalled
41 million roubles.
The fixing of fares is carried out by Mossoviet itself. In
principle the Commissariat for Communal Economy super-
vises these fares, but in practice it rarely raises objections
to fares on the ground that they are too high. As in many
cities in other countries, the Mossoviet policy is to discourage
travel by tramcar in the centre of the city. To that end the
fares in the centre are fixed higher than elsewhere. I asked
whether this was not a hardship on those who happened to
live in the centre and were forced to use the tramways, but
this point apparently was not considered when the decision
was made. At the present time it seems to be the policy
of Mossoviet to make large profits on its tramway system.
In 1936 the tramway trust is planned to make a profit of
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